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WELCOME TO RECEPTION
Welcome to Yohden Primary School.
We are looking forward to welcoming your child to our school in September 2021. Beginning school is a major event in the life of a
four year old. There will be lots of new things to learn and of course you will want to ensure that you child is well prepared for this
important event. At Yohden Primary School we aim to make it a happy and memorable experience.
We hope that this booklet will provide some useful information that will help both you and your child to settle quickly into school life.
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Meet the Staff

Mrs Harrison
Headteacher Designate

Miss Lancaster
Office Manager

Mrs Metcalf
EYFS Lead / Reception Class Teacher

Mrs Foster
School Administrator

Personal Goals and School Vision
Our Personal Goals
Our personal goals are the qualities and characteristics we believe will help our children to succeed in their future lives. They are:


Care



Responsibility



Enquiry



Resilience



Morality



Thoughtfulness



Communication



Co-operation



Adaptability



Respect

These goals are developed across the curriculum and are linked

Believe, Aspire, Learn, Achieve
Our school ethos is based on trust, respect and honesty.

As a school community we are approachable and supportive, encouraging one another to develop, build on our successes and work towards
achieving our full potential. We are proud to belong to a happy, successful school where we strive to improve by:





understanding how self-belief influences success
aspiring to achieve challenging goals
valuing learning
aiming for everyone to achieve their potential

The Curriculum
At our school we use The International Primary Curriculum I.P.C to enable children to learn personally, academically and develop a sense of international
mindedness.
We follow the National Curriculum for English, Mathematics, Computing and Physical Education. For Religious Education we follow the Durham Agreed
Syllabus.
We have created planning overviews to ensure the topics chosen meet the requirements of the National Curriculum.
At Yohden Primary School we use the IPC to set learning goals which are age appropriate. We develop our long term plans choosing themed units of
learning not only linked to the learning but to what will benefit our children.
Milepost 1 : Year 1 and Year 2 , Age 5-7 years
Milepost 2 :Year 3 and Year 4, Aged 7-9 years
Milepost 3 :Year 5 and Year 6, Age 9-11 years
In Early Years Foundation Stage we use a similar approach while following the ‘Early Years Foundation Stage Profile’.

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding
Each subject has its own learning goals which are the foundation of IPC. Each goal is linked to either knowledge, skills or understanding.

K is remembering facts. I know something if I can remember it.
S are actions which I can practise
U knowing why something exists, happens and works. This usually involves reflecting upon skills and knowledge.

The Learning Process
All teachers follow a structured approach to ensure children engage in stimulating, brain-friendly and enjoyable learning:
Entry Point—An exciting and memorable hook into the theme. This can involve a visit eg to a museum or inviting visitors to school.
Knowledge Harvest—Children reflect on what they know and what they want to find out.
Explaining the Theme—Children and parents are given an overview explaining the theme of the unit.
Research—Children are given opportunities to research in different ways
Recording—Children learn to record their learning in each subject in a variety of ways.
Reflecting —Children are given the opportunity to reflect on what they have been learning and what they want to know
Exit Point—Children celebrate and share their learning with others

Early Learning Goals
Within `Development Matters’ there are 3 prime areas of learning and 4 specific areas.
This framework provides the basis of how we structure the setting, the activities and opportunities we provide; as well as how we assess your child’s development. For each of these areas your child will have an ‘Early Learning Goal’ to work towards.

Prime Areas




Communication and language
Personal, social and emotional development
Physical development

Specific Areas





Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive arts and design

Characteristics of Effective Learning




Playing and exploring
Active learning
Creating and thinking critically

Learning in the Foundation Stage
Reception is where the excitement begins! Foundation stage children learn together in an environment which is
developed around the children’s interests. We pride ourselves on being an exciting and engaging place to be,
encouraging our children to be independent learners through a range of practical activities. We follow a thematic
curriculum which allows us to be creative with our lessons and let the children lead their own learning.

As our Foundation Stage children enter the classroom children learn primarily through a variety of play and real-life
experiences. Our teaching is delivered through quality interactions. Our highly skilled staff will scaffold and extend
their learning. Their development is tracked through detailed observations and child-initiated interaction. This
information is then transferred into your child's personal learning journey - a diary of information and photographs.
We use these to record individual interests and children's progress.

A Typical School Day



8.50am - Doors open



8.55-9.10am - Register, welcome song, Early morning work



9.10-9.30am - Phonics



9.30-10.50am - Child initiated play / Adult led activities



11.00am - Maths



11.25-12.30pm - Lunch



12.30-12.50pm - Library



12.50-1.10pm - Afternoon carpet session



1.10-2.30pm - Child initiated play / Adult led activities



2.30-2.50pm - Reading carousel



2.50-3pm - Story/songs



3.10pm - Home time

Parents as Partners
We recognise the importance of parents and carers in a child’s developing stages. As a primary care provider, you are your child’s first educators
and we greatly value any input, opinions and information you can share with us about your child’s learning and progress.

To support this, we produce a ‘Learning Journey’ within the classroom that records your child’s learning and achievements during school. These
represent both child-initiated activities and directed tasks. We also encourage you to contribute to these by making small observations at home.
For example if your child’s target is to identify numbers to 10, you may notice him or her using the remote control to change the channel
correctly to channel 3. This is showing us that your child can recognise the number three independently.

At Yohden Primary we have chosen to use an online system as well as using school books to record your child’s achievements through a piece of
educational software called ‘Tapestry’. By logging on with a secure username and password you will be able to view all of your children’s
observations, photographs and even video from their time in Reception. We will send out more information for logging into this in September.

We provide many other opportunities for parents and carers to take an active part in their child’s education.
These include:


Exit points (Where children share what they have been learning with parents)



Assemblies and Visits to Church



School Events



Parent’s evenings



Sporting Events



Regular newsletters



Parent texts (please make sure the office have your up to date mobile phone number to receive this useful service)

School Dinners
At the start of Reception we encourage all children to try school dinners, especially as they are free for all children through the
universal free school meals scheme. Teaching staff accompany the children to dinner for the first few weeks and will be able to tell
you what your child has eaten. If staff have any concerns about how much your child is eating they will ask you to highlight foods your
child usually eats on the school menu to help staff to support your child to select foods they like. However if your child still finds it
hard to choose something to eat we will ask you to provide a packed lunch.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Chicken goujons

Sausage roll

Mince & dumplings with gravy

Fish fingers

Half a jacket potato and spaghetti hoops
Crispy cake

Sauté potatoes
and peas

Roast Pork with
Gravy, Yorkshire
pudding
Mashed Potato
and Broccoli

Roast potatoes
and carrots

Chips and Baked
Beans

Orange cupcake

Angel delight

Crunchy biscuit

Variety of
sandwiches

Variety of
sandwiches

Variety of
sandwiches

Variety of
sandwiches

Fruit

Flapjack and
Custard
Variety of
sandwiches

*Vegetarian option available*
Available daily: fresh drinking water, milk, bread & butter, fruit and yoghurt

Every child in Reception and KS1 are offered a piece of fresh fruit at break time .
Children need to bring a water bottle to school every day. Water is essential to hydrate your child’s brain and to help them to learn.
Bottles must only contain water. Juice and flavoured waters are not allowed. Please ensure your child’s bottle is
clearly labelled with your child’s name and freshly filled each day.

General Information
Attendance
Please arrive on time for school at 8.50am so your child does not miss the start of lessons. If your child is late please bring them to the
front office so they can be registered for the day. Lateness is recorded and can have an impact on your child’s learning. If your child is
not attending school for medical reasons please telephone the school office no later than 9.30am and inform us of the reason for their
absence each day.

Illness
If your child is ill during the school day, then they will need to be collected as soon as possible. Please ensure the office have up to date
telephone numbers necessary to contact you at either work or home. Please keep your child off school if they are unwell. In the case
of sickness, your child should remain at home for at least 24 hours after the last episode of vomiting. In the case of diarrhoea, children
should not come to school until 48 after the last occurrence.
Medical appointments
It is helpful to know in advance about any medical appointments. Please request an appointment card when making your child’s
appointment which can be shown to the staff in the office.
Medicines
Designated staff will administer medication to children only when it has been prescribed by a doctor. Medication should have a
prescription label with the child’s name and dosage clearly visible. You will be required to complete a consent form at the office when
handing over the medication.

Health care plans
If your child has any continuous medical needs please contact Miss Lancaster to complete an individual healthcare plan.
Asthma
For children with asthma, please provide the school with a clearly labelled inhaler stating your child’s name and dosage. If a spacer is
required it is the parents’ responsibility to provide this. You will need to complete an individual healthcare plan.

Head lice
Please regularly check your child’s hair for head lice. Girls should always have their hair tied up for school to reduce the spread of head
lice.
Parent Consent Forms
We have sent you a range of forms giving us consent for local trips, photographic consent and for emergencies where a child becomes
seriously unwell or injured then the school requires your signature to act “in loco parentis” until parents or relatives are informed.
Please can you complete these as soon as possible and return them back to school.
Visits
For visits further afield, we will ask for a consent form to be completed for the visit. Most visits will ask for parental contributes
towards costs. The cost of transport has dramatically risen over the last few years and it has become necessary to increase charges
because of this.
School Fund
Contributions to school fund can be made via the office and help the school not only to buy extra resources and provide additional
experiences for children but can also help parents who require help to pay for school trips. Please help us to continue providing this
support by providing whatever you can.

School Uniform
Our school uniform consists of a royal blue sweatshirt, which can be printed with the school logo and your child’s name, along with a
white polo T-shirt . Footwear must be black shoes not trainers. Grey or dark trousers/ kirts are allowed but jeans and tracksuit
bottoms are not. To help your child to be independent it is better to choose shoes with a Velcro fastening rather than laces. Girls shoes
should fasten and not have a high heel for safety reasons. Jewellery and nail varnish are not permitted. Uniforms can be ordered
through the emblematic website https://studentuniform.co.uk/yps150 as can P.E. bags. We provide the children with their first book
bag and will hand these out in September.
PE Kit
All children need to bring in a school PE kit of blue shorts and a white T-shirt that will remain in school. They also need a pair of gym
shoes or trainers. All shoes must be fully enclosed at all times, so no sandals please. All PE kits are also provided on the emblematic
website.
It is essential that you label ALL of your child’s clothing.
All jumpers, T-shirts and trousers look the same and you have a much better chance of your child coming home with
their belongings if they are clearly labelled. Try to remember this throughout the school year too, when purchasing
new items.
As our learning environment are both indoors and outdoors, we ask that you make sure your child is equipped for
these areas at all times of the year. Please ensure their clothing is practical and suitable for the seasonal changes.
Waterproof jackets and winter clothing for cold weather, wellies; sun hat and protective clothing in the summer
months. We ask that sun cream is applied before the children get to school so that they are ready for the day. P.E. kits
will be provided by school and are left in school.

Preparing Your Child for School
As your child will now be part of a class they will need to become more independent. It will make starting school much easier and happier if
they are able to do as many things as possible for themselves.

What should he/she be able to do? Can he/she…












Dress and undress themselves? Very important for P.E.
Put on and fasten their own coat?
Use the toilet independently and ask to go there?
Tidy up after himself/herself?
Recognise their own name? Please tell your child’s teacher if their name is abbreviated in any way.
Feed himself/herself?
Share toys and equipment?
Hold a pencil correctly?
Sing some nursery rhymes?
Practise counting to 20?
Listen well and follow simple instructions?

How can I help my child prepare for school?





Encourage your child to be as independent as possible even if it takes far longer for them to get ready.
Establish sensible bedtime routines which get your child ready for sleep, eg sharing a bedtime story
Allowing time on a morning to make sure your child arrives promptly and is ready to learn
Never threaten them with school! Be positive. Support us by reinforcing the importance of regular attendance

What can I do with my child before they start school?







Give your child as many varied experiences as possible: drawing, painting, cooking, singing, making models, playing games, jigsaws, etc
Get them used to: pencils, crayons, felt pens, chalks, paints, play dough, scissors
Share stories, books and rhymes. Read to them.
Count everything and share things out.
Use lots of everyday counting opportunities —cup, plate, knife, for and spoon for each person.
Talk to them all of the time. Name familiar things and discuss what they see around them and what things are for. Talk about what you see
when you are out and about. Watch people work and discuss what they are doing.

Transition
Transition this year will look different to other years as we work within the current situation around COVID-19. We will however:


Initial email to all parents of new Reception intake for September 2020



Distribution welcome packs with information about school for parents and children.



Mrs Metcalf will contact you to discuss your child and answer any questions you may have about your child starting school.
During the week beginning 29th June 2020.



Mrs Metcalf will also be contacting your child’s nursery over the coming weeks before the summer holiday.



A Reception 2020-2021 Facebook group has been established. Please search for Yohden Reception 2020 and ask to join.



Flexible start to school in September, dependent on your child’s and family’s needs. Unfortunately, due to the current
Government restrictions and the uncertainty surrounding the re-opening of schools, we cannot gives dates at this moment in
time. However, we will be in touch as soon as we can.

We are currently contacting parents via our school email facility and will be making use of this in the coming year. Please check your
inbox and junk box to make sure you haven’t missed any communications. If you have any further queries at this time, please email or
phone school directly. We look forward to working with you to make your child’s transition into school as smooth as possible.

