
Year 1 Home Learning  
Dear Year 1 Parents and Carers, 

We are nearing the end of the school year and what a strange one it has been.  I would like to thank 

you all for your continued efforts supporting your child at home with their learning; I know it has not 

always been easy. Below are some activities for our last two weeks at school, to finish our topic of 

around circuses. 

Remember the link to Oxford Owl is very beneficial  to help with accessing reading books for your 

child.   

If you have any problems please do not hesitate to contact me at school.   

It would also be good to see some of your child’s work through our Facebook group. 

Stay safe. 

Mrs Harrison   

English 
Spelling 

We have been focusing on common exception words in our spelling so we 
need to practice applying these in sentences. Practice some of the words by 
reading out a sentence for your child to write down which contains one or 
more of the words.  Focus on ensuring they are spelling those words 
correctly.  If they misspell a word then spend some time in the coming days 
practicing it. 
Below is a passage that contains the common exception words for year 1 in 
bold that you could use. 
 

 
Here is a fill the gaps in version of the passage you could use. 
 



 
 
 
Common Exception Words 

 
Try this game to help with spelling these words. 
http://www.ictgames.com/littleBirdSpelling/ 

http://www.ictgames.com/littleBirdSpelling/


Click on year 1 then choose one of the coloured bird houses for different 
groups of words.  There is also a group that is made up of the days of the 
week. 

Handwriting Continue practising neat handwriting using the handwriting policy on our 
website.  Work on ensuring letters are being formed correctly and that they 
are of the correct size ie taller letters (ones with ascenders) like l,h,b,d 
touch the line.  If they hang below the lines (have descenders) like g, j,p,q 
sit on the line and hang below it.  Check letters such as a, e,i,o,u,c are half 
the size of the lines. 
Once the formation is looking good try to join letters especially phonemes 
they have worked on in their phonics lessons ie ee, ae, oe 

 

Phonics Remember to take part in the daily phonics lessons that are being provided 
on Youtube for year 1. Search for letters and sounds. 

 

Reading  Continue to work on Lexia to help with reading and spelling.  20 minutes a 
day would be really beneficial. 
You can access free online books to read here 
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/


You will need to register first by clicking on the tab Join us at the top of the 
screen.  This is free to do.   
Once the page opens click on Oxford Owl for Home. 
Click on Books on the top menu bar. 
Click on Free ebook library. 
Scroll down and choose age 5-6 on the left hand side menu. 
On the next screen choose level.   
Either choose the book band option to go to the colour books your child is 
reading or click on phonics phase and choose phase 5.   

 
You can then choose a book from the shelf by clicking on the cover and 
then clicking on read ebook. 

English Don’t forget to write a letter to Mrs Temple who will be your new year 2 
teacher in September.  Remember to tell her about yourself.  What you like 
to do and what you like to read.  You can read her letter by asking a parent 
to read the email from school. 
 
We are going to spend some time looking at poetry.  This unit of work is 
based upon the poem ‘Now we are 6’ by A.A.Milne, but it looks at different 
year groups at school.   
 
Lesson 1 is found below 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-listen-to-a-poem-
36da10/activities/1 
The children will need a pen and paper for the lesson.  In the first lesson the 
children will listen to a poem and answer questions. 
 
Lesson 2 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-identify-rhyming-
words-fcb728/activities/1 
Looks at rhyming words that will help with writing poems in other lessons 

 
 
Lesson 3 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-listen-to-a-poem-36da10/activities/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-listen-to-a-poem-36da10/activities/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-identify-rhyming-words-fcb728/activities/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-identify-rhyming-words-fcb728/activities/1


https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-a-
poem/activities/1 
The children will be planning their poems 

 
 
Lesson 4 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-identify-syllables-
a88e47/activities/1 
In this lesson the children will be looking at syllables.  This is not only useful 
for poetry writing but also helps with phonics. 
 
Lesson 5 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-a-
poem/activities/1 
In this lesson the children will write their poems.  When they have wrote 
them get them to make a final copy that could be displayed and shared 
with others. 

Maths Keep working on counting and identifying numbers daily to ensure children 
are as confident as possible with numbers to 100. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopter-rescue 

 
 
We need to move on to introducing division. 
Children need to start with a total number of objects eg 10 socks and are 
asked to group them into equal groups, which could be 2s they should then 
find that there are 5 groups of 2. 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-a-poem/activities/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-plan-a-poem/activities/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-identify-syllables-a88e47/activities/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-identify-syllables-a88e47/activities/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-a-poem/activities/1
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-a-poem/activities/1
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopter-rescue


 
 
Try using different items for the children to group in different ways.  Focus 
on making groups of 2s, 5s, or 10s. The children will benefit from lots of 
practise with physical objects. 
Here is a problem to try: 
 

 
 
Once they are confident sharing items get them to try questions like the 
ones below but get them to draw diagrams to help them with their working 
out.  If they are not ready for diagrams yet continue using different items to 
represent the muffins and cubes. 



 
 
Here are some problems to try.  For the first problem there is more than 
one solution so remember to encourage other ideas. 
 

 
 



 

The Circus is Coming to Town. 

Geography Take a look at some pictures to find out about the different buildings, 
vehicles, people, animals, etc. that would be present in a travelling circus. 
In particular, ask the children to find out how these circuses would be laid 
out, and why, for example, big top in the middle, vans containing 
equipment alongside, performers’ caravans in the adjoining field, and so 

on. 

 
 
Talk to your child about the need for a fast changeover after each act 
because the audience doesn’t like to be kept waiting. Circus equipment is 
heavy so the vans where it is stored need to be close to the tent. 
Performers’ caravans are usually placed away from the tent because seeing 
the performers in costume before the show would spoil the surprise for 
the audience. 
 
Can you create your own circus layout at home.  You could use cars, lego, 
paper to create a circus tent.  You might even want to make a model. 
Take a photo and share with others. 
 



Geography Look at some examples of simple pictorial maps – like the ones given out at 
zoos, theme parks and wildlife parks. 
Talk about the use of symbols and a simple key. Why are symbols used? 
What examples can they see on the maps? How does the key work? 
Discuss with your child the different elements of their circuses they 
created. 
Where might be the best place to perform? Why keep the animals away 
from where people live, etc?  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Get your child to create a plan of their circus.  Could you encourage them 
to use a key to show the different buildings? 
 

Music Have a listen to some different music connected to circuses 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc81uNcscIk 
‘The Dance of the Comedians’ from The Bartered Bride, by Bedrich 
Smetana, Czech Republic. This depicts the tumblers and acrobats of a 
travelling circus troupe. Children can listen carefully for the pause towards 
the end of the piece, which is there to create 
suspense. What might the acrobat be doing? 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc81uNcscIk


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2RPKMJmSp0 
 ‘The Carnival of the Animals’, by Saint-Saens, France. Children would enjoy 
marching to the ‘Royal March of the Lions’ and to ‘The Elephant’ as if they 
were in the circus ring. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_B0CyOAO8y0  
‘The Entrance of the Gladiators’, by Julius Fučík, Czech Republic. This 
military march became popular in circuses to introduce the clowns. 
 
Ask your child to choose a circus activity that they like, e.g. juggling. They 
should then choose some music that they think best matches or suits the 
activity. They can choose from the music they have heard so far or suggest 
their own ideas, perhaps from their own experiences of the circus. 
Can they say why they think their choice of music matches the activity? 
What are their reasons for choosing this particular piece of music? Is it the 
instruments, the tempo, or the mood of the music that they think is a good 
match? 
Get your child to draw a picture to represent their circus activity and then 
write the name of their chosen music underneath it to create a circus 
poster.  
 

 To finish off the unit around circuses get your child to perform their circus 
act to others in the house.  They could use the music to perform to and 
have the faces they created earlier in the unit to create the audience. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2RPKMJmSp0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_B0CyOAO8y0

