
Literacy 

Get ready to use your wonderful imaginations during your literacy tasks as they are based on 

the picture book, ‘Flotsam’ by Davide Wiesner. You can access the book by following the link 

below. If you cannot access YouTube please let me know.  

Please continue regular SPaG and spelling practise on Spelling Frame and Top Marks. 

https://spellingframe.co.uk/  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar  

Flotsam: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MTKWnxzqvM&t=76s 

Week 1 

Reading 

 Look at the front cover of ‘Flotsam’. Write 

a detailed prediction about what you think is 

going to happen in the story and find out 

the definition of ‘Flotsam’. 

 

 Choose any THREE pictures in the book and 

apply skills to ‘observe’, ‘wonder’ and ‘infer’. 

Remember inference is where you use the 

clues in the text to help generate your 

answers. When you observe, you are writing 

about what you can actually see in the 

picture and describe it with powerful 

adjectives. When you wonder, you think of 

questions that you would like to be 

answered about the story. When you infer, 

you are ‘guessing’ what has happened or 

what is going to happen by looking at clues 

in the pictures. Look at the example 

underneath ‘Week 3’ for help. As we don’t 

have cut outs of the pictures, why not have 

a go drawing the three pictures on a piece 

of paper and creating your own sheet like 

the example below. 

 

 Summarise the key events from the book in 

your own words. Use the 5 W’s to help (who, 

what, where, when and why). 

Writing 

 Create a character description about a 

mythical sea creature. You must make up a 

mythical sea creature and describe the 

following: appearance, habitat, what it eats 

and something unique about it. Include a 

range of similes, expanded noun phrases, 

fronted adverbials, adverbs and a range of 

conjunctions. For a challenge, try to include 

relative clauses with relative pronouns (who, 

that, which, whose, whom). 

 

 Create direct speech with inverted commas 

to support the illustrations in the book. For 

example on 0:28 seconds of the book, you 

could say: 

              “Wow, what is this strange, grey  

creature?” John wondered.  

Follow the link below ‘Week 3’ for help with 

direct speech. 

 

 Imagine that you discovered a strange 

camera- what would you do with it? Write a 

short story about a time when you found a 

mysterious camera. It does not have to be at 

the beach, you can choose any setting you 

like. For example you may find the camera in 

an enchanted forest, in Antarctica, in a 

haunted house etc.   

 

 

Week 2 

Reading 

 Make a glossary of terms that you think 

could have been used in the story of 

‘Flotsam’. For example: floating, shore, 

nautical. Remember glossaries must be in 

alphabetical order and they normally have 

the definition of the terms. Next to shore I 

Writing 

 Write a newspaper article reporting the 

findings from the photographs. Remember to 

include: the name of the newspaper, an eye-

catching headline using alliteration, an 

introduction which includes the 5 Ws, 

photographs with captions, events in 

chronological order, past tense, third person, 

https://spellingframe.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MTKWnxzqvM&t=76s


 

would write: The land along the edge of the 

sea. 

 

 Use a thesaurus to identify different 

synonyms for the words in your glossary. 

Remember a synonym is a word with the 

same meaning, for example: a synonym of 

sea could be ocean, marine, saltwater etc. 

 

 Research and read up about different 

marine mammals. Create some facts about 

each animal and compare the mammals with 

similarities and differences.  

direct speech and a final paragraph which 

explains what might happen next. Remember 

to be as creative as possible. 

 

 Write a diary entry from the perspective of 

the camera: what has it seen? How long has it 

taken to wash up? What was the first boy’s 

story who found the camera? How did the 

camera end up in the ocean in the first place? 

Remember- Diary entries are presented in 

first person (I, my, we) and can be informal. 

 

 Create a poem linking with the story. You 

might just want to focus on one page of the 

book or the whole book- the choice is yours! 

Can you make your poem rhyme? Can you 

include verses? Remember- each line starts 

with a capital letter and you usually put a 

comma at the end of each line. 

Week 3 

Reading 

 Watch the video of ‘Flotsam’ and use the 

pictures to tell the story as the pages go 

by. Do this orally (say it out loud). Here is 

an example: 

https://youtu.be/rxmSpQqKUU0  

 

 Create your own comprehension questions 

linking with the story. Remember to 

consider: prediction, inference, summarising 

and explanation questions. You will not be 

able to make up retrieval and vocabulary 

questions because there is no text in the 

story! You could challenge someone in the 

class to answer your questions on our 

Facebook page. 

 

 Write a book review about the story and 

explain what you liked/disliked and if you 

would recommend it to a friend and why. 

Writing 

 Stop the picture book at 1:40 and write a 

detailed description about what you can see 

in the picture. 

 

 It’s your turn to become the author now! As 

there are no words in the book, you have been 

given the job to write the story of ‘Flotsam’. 

Remember to include our SPaG learning 

(fronted adverbials, expanded noun phrases, 

direct speech, paragraphs etc). The reading 

task of retelling the story orally will help you 

complete this task. 

 

 Make a list of arguments for and against 

keeping sea creatures in aquariums. You can 

then create a persuasive poster about 

whether you are ‘for’ keeping creatures in 

aquariums or ‘against’.  

https://youtu.be/rxmSpQqKUU0


 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/ztcp97h 

 

Week 1 reading inference task examples: 

Week 1 writing direct speech task support: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/ztcp97h


Maths 

Please continue to practise times tables on TT Rockstars and Sumdog- if you have not already 

done so, ring the office to receive your Sumdog login details. 

The next three weeks will focus on angles. You will need a protractor for this learning, that can 

be borrowed from school if you do not have your own. 

Watch the following videos for an introduction on angles:  

https://www.slideshare.net/fknights/the-angles-family     

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zb6tyrd/articles/zg68k7h  

 

Week 1 

 Create a right-angle checker by drawing a large circle on a piece of A4 

paper and then cut it out. Fold the circle in half and half it again and then 

cut ¼ of the circle out. After that, hunt around your house for different 

items that have a right angle. 

 Watch the video about measuring angles with a protractor and then using a ruler, draw 

2 lines that join together on some paper. Once you have drawn a variety of lines (like 

the ones below), measure the angles with your protractor. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RTM418qfdI 

 
 Label your different angles with right angle, acute angle or obtuse angle. 

Week 2 

 Draw the letter of your first name with a ruler on an A4 sheet of 

paper. With your ruler, draw random lines within your letter 

and colour as you wish. After that, you need to find as many 

angles as you can and measure them with your protractor.  

 Write out your full name with a 

ruler, without curved edges. Then you can 

find and measure different angles in your 

name. 

 Draw different stick men (without 

curved edges for the head) and measure as 

many angles on the stickmen as you can.  

Week 3 

 

 Draw different 2D shapes with a ruler and find and measure the 

angles inside the shape! 

 Try playing some of the different angle games on Top Marks by 

following the link below: 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=angles  

 Play some more angles games on Maths Frame: 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/maths/shapes/angles.html  

 

https://www.slideshare.net/fknights/the-angles-family
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zb6tyrd/articles/zg68k7h
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RTM418qfdI
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=angles
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/maths/shapes/angles.html


IPC 

Our new IPC topic is called ‘The Nature of Life’. It is all about living things and their 

life cycles. Choose some of the activities to complete below: 

Knowledge Harvest 

Questions:  

How does animal life start? 

How do animals change as they grow? 

How does that compare with us? 

How does a plant start life? 

Do plants change as they grow? How? 

How do plants make their own food? 

Are seeds inside a seed packet alive 

or not alive? 

What are the 7 life processes? 

Create mind maps – draw pictures to 

represent stages in the life cycle of 

some plants/animals. 
 

Choose an animal or plant to research. Find 

out if that particular organism displays – 

feeding/moving/growing/reproducing/respiri

ng/responding/removing waste. Then sort 

and classify a variety of objects into living 

and non-living using the 7 life processes as 

criteria for grouping.  

 

Choose one animal to investigate and 

research the following questions about it:  

Do eggs grow inside or outside the 

mother?   

Where does the mother choose to lay her 

eggs and why?  

How many eggs are produced and how are 

they fertilised?  

What happens inside the egg?  

How is the egg part of the animal’s life 

cycle?  

Draw a life cycle diagram to describe the 

life stages of the animal you have 

researched.  
 

Research different animal’s habitats 

and create a grid with a list of 

habitats then group the animals. Then 

use your design and technology skills 

to plan and create an animal habitat 

of your choice. For example, you could 

make a bird nest box for a bird 

commonly found in your local area.  

 

Go on a wildlife trail into garden/woodland 

area– take photographs, write notes about 

wildlife you discover. Think about different 

areas – soil/under rocks, grasses/shrubs/ 

tree bark, walls etc. Try and find out and 

explain how plants and animals in their 

habitat might be connected. Are they 

dependent on each other? Consider what 

happens when environments change and how 

this can pose dangers for the entire food 

chain.  

 

Find out about vertebrates and 

invertebrates and what the difference 

between the two is. When you are outside, 

see how many vertebrates and 

invertebrates you can find and write/draw 

them down! 

 

Make some nature art using leaves, 

sticks, stones, rocks etc.  

 

 

Watch this video about food chains: 
bbc food chains     

Create your own food chains based on the 

following habitats: 

 Rock pool 

 Desert 

 Rainforest 

 Arctic  

 Tundra 

 Wetlands  

Have a look on the following website for 

lots more nature arts and crafts ideas: 

arts and crafts 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbnnb9q/articles/zwbtxsg
https://www.artycraftykids.com/craft/50-nature-crafts-kids/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pikpng.com%2Fpngvi%2FhxhJJmi_vector-illustration-of-birdhouse-or-birdbox-nest-boxes-clipart%2F&psig=AOvVaw3b9yfrSedLh53KLSjBCX4c&ust=1591020389630000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjQkv6i3ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinclipart.com%2Fpindetail%2FbRmTxR_mollusc-clipart-minibeast-vertebrates-and-invertebrates-clipart-png%2F&psig=AOvVaw2E9Jff_nPDdEQG5Skqn1Cf&ust=1591020428725000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJjnzY6j3ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE

