
Year 1 Home Learning  
Dear Year 1 Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and your families are continuing to stay safe during these strange times.  

Below you will find a range of activities that are based on the work your child would be covering in 

school at this time.  I have tried to include some practical examples that you could use, alongside 

some links to activities on the internet that are useful.  The link to Oxford Owl will be very beneficial 

to join, in order to help with accessing reading books for your child.   

If you have any problems please do not hesitate to contact me at school.   

It would also be good to see some of your child’s work through our Facebook group. 

Stay safe. 

Mrs Harrison   

English 
Spelling 

Adding ing, er, ed, est 
 
In Year 1 children need to look at spelling words where the suffixes ing, er, 
ed, est are added to words that do not require any change.  An example 
could be 
 
Jump, jumping, jumper, jumped 
 
You could write words on paper to match to the endings that can be added 
to them to make real words ie jump + ed = jumped  
 
 
 

 
 



Common Exception Words 
How are we getting on with the following words?  Are we able to spell each 
of the words below? 
Remember to keep practising. 

 
Try this game to help with spelling these words. 
http://www.ictgames.com/littleBirdSpelling/ 
Click on year 1 then choose one of the coloured bird houses for different 
groups of words.  There is also a group that is made up of the days of the 
week. 

Handwriting Continue practising neat handwriting using the handwriting policy on our 
website.  Work on ensuring letters are being formed correctly and that they 
are of the correct size ie taller letters (ones with ascenders) like l,h,b,d 
touch the line.  If they hang below the lines (have descenders) like g, j,p,q 
sit on the line and hang below it.  Check letters such as a, e,i,o,u,c are half 
the size of the lines. 
Once the formation is looking good try to join letters especially phonemes 
they have worked on in their phonics lessons ie ee, ae, oe 

 

http://www.ictgames.com/littleBirdSpelling/


Phonics Remember to take part in the daily phonics lessons that are being provided 
on Youtube for year 1. Search for letters and sounds. 

 

Reading  Continue to work on Lexia to help with reading and spelling.  20 minutes a 
day would be really beneficial. 
You can access free online books to read here 
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 
You will need to register first by clicking on the tab Join us at the top of the 
screen.  This is free to do.   
Once the page opens click on Oxford Owl for Home. 
Click on Books on the top menu bar. 
Click on Free ebook library. 
Scroll down and choose age 5-6 on the left hand side menu. 
On the next screen choose level.   
Either choose the book band option to go to the colour books your child is 
reading or click on phonics phase and choose phase 5.   

 
You can then choose a book from the shelf by clicking on the cover and 
then clicking on read ebook. 

English Our next focus for English is writing instructions.  You could try writing 
instructions for different activities you are doing around the house how to 
play a game, how to look after a pet, how to make fairy cakes.  These are all 
great opportunities to try writing for a real purpose. 
The children could maybe give instructions on how to make or bake 
something and then post these to a friend so they could try making them 
to.  Maybe you could share photos of what you made with each other.  A 
lovely way to practise instructions and to keep in contact with each other. 
 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/


 
Here are a week of lessons based on instructions and aimed at Year 1 that 
have been provided for children but the Oak Academy.  The children could 
have a try at practising their instruction writing for a short time each day. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-year/year-
1/subjects/english 
 

You will need to have paper and pencils ready to join in the lessons. 
 

Here are some resources you could use for writing instructions. 

 
 

 
 
You could write instructions on how to wash your hands. 
 

You could use these 

pictures to: 

 Cut them out and 

order the stages. 

 Write a sentence 

about each one. 

Try taking some photos or 

drawing pictures while 

you cook or make 

something.  The next day 

try ordering them and 

discuss the different 

stages. 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-year/year-1/subjects/english
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-year/year-1/subjects/english


When the children have practising writing instructions get them to write 
instructions on how to perform different circus tricks.  This fits with the 
work they are doing in the children’s current IPC topic. 
 

Maths Keep working on counting and identifying numbers daily to ensure children 
are as confident as possible with numbers to 100. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopter-rescue 

 
 
The children have previously counted in 2s, 5s and 10s which they need to 
recap to help them with looking at multiplication.  Practise these by 
counting eg. 2, 4, 6, 8 …. while jumping on paving stones or the trampoline.  
If you have any coins take out the 2p coins and count in 2s then try 5p 
pieces and 10p. 
 
Here are some counting activities to begin multiplication. 

 
 
Then these are some problems for the children to try answering.  Ask them 
to explain their answers.  I think ……. because ……. 
 

                              
 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopter-rescue


These questions look at counting in equal groups of 2, 5 or 10.  They also 
show multiplication as repeated addition eg 3 x 5 = is also 5 + 5 + 5 = 
 

 
 
From this the children can start to use arrays to show multiplication.  Below 
is an array for 3 x 5 = 
 

  or  
 
You use one number in the multiplication for the number of rows and one 
for the number in each row. 
4 x 10 =   4 rows of 10 dots 
Encourage the children to line up the dots/counters. 
Once you have shown the children how to draw an array try giving them 
other multiplication questions such as 2 x 10 = to draw arrays for and find 
the answers.  Some children will count each dot 1, 2, 3 …. However try to 
encourage them to count in 2s, 5s, or 10s.  They could try both ways to 
check their answers. 
 
You could draw some arrays and get the children to write the multiplication 
question it represents. 
 
A real challenge would be to give the children a number of counters/dots 
such as 40 and get them to create an array and to write the multiplication. 
 
Here is some problems to try.  Remember to get the children to explain 
their answers in sentences. 
 



             
 

The Circus is Coming to Town. 

Science Remind the children of the way circuses usually have a tent and show them 
a present. 

 
Ask the children to think about what material they think would make the 
best circus tent. 
Talk to the children about the materials that keep us dry. Look at items of 
waterproof clothing, for example, cagoule, plastic raincoat, umbrella, 
wellies and so on. Get a selection of materials such as leather, plastic bin 
bag, Gortex, cling film, faux fur, kitchen foil and Denim or whatever you 
have available at home. Encourage the children to look closely at the 
structure of the materials. Ask the question, can you see any holes? Now 
invite the children to guess which of the materials is waterproof.  After the 
children have predicted which materials are waterproof try them out.  You 
could record the test in a table like the one below. 

Material Prediction waterproof 
or not? 

Test waterproof or 
not? 

Kitchen foil Waterproof waterproof 

   

   

 
As an extra challenge could your child find a way to make a material that 
wasn’t waterproof, waterproof? 
 

Science Continue looking at materials. 
Provide some different fabrics for the investigation which could include 
cotton, wool, net, nylon, lace, leather, denim, felt, fake fur, satin, silk, 
sequinned, polyester, jersey and other synthetic materials in a variety of 
colours and patterns. Cut out squares from the fabric (approximately 
6 cm x 6 cm),  
Firstly, ask the children to sort the materials in different ways: 
rough/smooth; stretchy/stiff; shiny/dull; hot/cool; see-through/not see-
through; light/heavy; brightly-coloured/dark coloured; patterned/not-
patterned; etc. Can they think of any other ways of sorting the materials? 



Now think about who will be wearing the costumes in a circus and how the 
wearer uses the costume. 
Ask them to investigate the materials to choose one fabric for each of the 
following 
costumes: 

 Acrobat 

 Clown 

 Juggler 

 Magician 

 Ringmaster 
You can add any other costumes you think appropriate. 
Get the children to identify which fabric they would use for which act and 
why. 
They could write sentences such as: 
I chose lycra for the acrobat because it is strong and stretchy. 

Technology Look for pictures of circus tents on the internet such as these:. 

            
 
Tell the children they will be making their own circus tents so they need to 
find out how they are designed. Talk about the structure of the 
circus tent (normally circular tents, i.e. the big top). Ask the children to 
think about the reasons why a circus tent is a circular shape. Encourage 
them to think about the way the circus ring is used for entertainment. 
 
Talk to the children about the different ways of viewing a performance – 
from the side, from above, head-on, etc. 
Ask them where they should sit for the best view. What are the pros and 
cons of the different views? 
 
Get the children to make a circular circus ring with card, paper, fabric, 
LEGO, etc. 
Can the children think of ways to make tiered seating to go around the 
ring? Make or use small figures to perform in, and fill the circus arenas. 

Technology  After making your model/test tent now let’s make a real tent. 
Help the children to assemble and erect a real tent (a small camping one is 
ideal) if you have one. 
Encourage conversation and observations about the fabric of the tent, the 
shape of the tent’s structure and how it stays erect. Ask the children 
questions: how do tents stop water from coming in? Is a special type of 
material used? What does the fabric of the tent feel like? What is the best 
shape for a tent? What will stop the tent from blowing away? Remind them 
of the testing they did of different materials earlier on. 
 
Ask the children to design a circus tent for a soft toy. The tent 
could be designed to go over the top of their circus ring from the previous 
task. They should make sketches first, labelling key features and important 



details, e.g. door flaps, windows, structural supports and materials needed 
to make the tent. 
Based on the children’s sketches, collect together different tools and 
materials for the tent making activity. Clothes pegs, staplers, string, bin 
bags and waterproof fabric are useful items for this purpose. 
 
Take a photo of your tent and add to the class Facebook page to share with 
your friends. 

 


