
Year 1 Home Learning  
Dear Year 1 Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and your families are continuing to stay safe during these strange times.  

Below you will find a range of activities that are based on the work your child would be covering in 

school at this time.  I have tried to include some practical examples that you could use, alongside 

some links to activities on the internet that are useful.  The link to Oxford Owl will be very beneficial 

to join, in order to help with accessing reading books for your child.   

If you have any problems please do not hesitate to contact me at school.   

It would also be good to see some of your child’s work through our Facebook group. 

Stay safe. 

Mrs Harrison   

English 
Spelling 

Common Exception Words 
These activities were on the last home learning, however they are really 
important for the children to learn.  Have you managed to learn how to 
spell all the words below? 
In each year group there are a set of words that the children need to be 
able to spell independently.  These words do not always follow the rules of 
phonic sounds and therefore are harder to spell.  Over the next 2 weeks 
have a go at seeing how many of these common exception words your child 
can spell.   
Words they are unsure of they could practice at different times of the day, 
have displayed around the house to help remember, write letters on paper 
to arrange correctly into a word. 
Try writing them in sentences to practice.   

 
Try this game to help with spelling these words. 
http://www.ictgames.com/littleBirdSpelling/ 

http://www.ictgames.com/littleBirdSpelling/


Click on year 1 then choose one of the coloured bird houses for different 
groups of words.  There is also a group that is made up of the days of the 
week. 

Handwriting Continue practising neat handwriting using the handwriting policy on our 
website.  Work on ensuring letters are being formed correctly and that they 
are of the correct size ie taller letters (ones with ascenders) like l,h,b,d 
touch the line.  If they hang below the lines (have descenders) like g, j,p,q 
sit on the line and hang below it.  Check letters such as a, e,i,o,u,c are half 
the size of the lines. 
Once the formation is looking good try to join letters especially phonemes 
they have worked on in their phonics lessons ie ee, ae, oe 

 

Phonics Remember to take part in the daily phonics lessons that are being provided 
on Youtube for year 1. Search for letters and sounds. 

 

Reading  Continue to work on Lexia to help with reading and spelling.  20 minutes a 
day would be really beneficial. 
You can access free online books to read here 
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/


You will need to register first by clicking on the tab Join us at the top of the 
screen.  This is free to do.   
Once the page opens click on Oxford Owl for Home. 
Click on Books on the top menu bar. 
Click on Free ebook library. 
Scroll down and choose age 5-6 on the left hand side menu. 
On the next screen choose level.   
Either choose the book band option to go to the colour books your child is 
reading or click on phonics phase and choose phase 5.   

 
You can then choose a book from the shelf by clicking on the cover and 
then clicking on read ebook. 

English We are going to take a look at the book The Everywhere Bear by Julia 
Donaldson.  Before you listen to the story being read look at the front cover 
and predict who is in the story and what might happen.  Here is a picture of 
the front cover: 

 
 
If you have shared other stories by Julia Donaldson such as The Gruffalo, 
Room on the Broom or The Snail and the Whale ask the children to remind 
you of what happens so you can compare the stories when you have shared 
this one. 
 
Here is a link to it being read on Youtube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crEznjM1BDk 
Once you have listened to the book here are some activities to try. 

 Make a list of all the places the bear visits on his travels. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crEznjM1BDk


 Stop at different places and think about how the bear was feeling 
at different points in the story. 

 How do you think the children were feeling when they found out 
the bear was missing? 

 Take one of the places the bear visits and write a description of the 
place. 

 Take a look at the page below and identify the rhyming words.  
Where do they appear on the line? 

 Read this section and discuss what the writer means when she says 
“he doesn’t spend very much time by himself”. 

 Discuss what the children think happens to the bear on a weekend. 
 

 
 
Keep having another look at the story to ensure the children are really 
familiar with it.   

 Get the children to draw a story map to remind them of what 
happens. 

 Have the children write the story themselves thinking about getting 
the events in the correct order. 

 Make a LOST poster for the bear.  Remember to include a drawing 
of the bear, a description and where he was last seen.  Don’t forget 
to include contact details so people can return him. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Think of another place the bear could visit.  Draw a picture of the 
place then write a description of what it is like. 

 Write your own Everywhere Bear story.  You could think of 
different places the bear might end up visiting.  Is it a bear or 
another toy the class have?  Could you use some of the children’s 
names in your class as the characters in the story? Draw a new 
story map to act as a plan for your writing.  When writing the story 
think about saying sentences before writing them down, use 
fullstops and capital letters to punctuate sentences, try using and 
and but to join sentences and add interest to the story by using 
description. 

 
Why not make your own everywhere bear?  Choose a toy you have at home 
to do activities with or to take on walks.  Keep a diary of what you and your 
toy get up to.  Maybe take photos.  You could add these to our class 
Facebook group to show other people what you have been getting up to. 
 
 

Maths Please continue practising counting to 100 and get the children to write 
down the numbers to ensure they are forming them correctly and 
understand how they look.  Numbers such as 13 and 30 can get mixed up. 
Practice counting to 100 starting from 0 and from other numbers.  This can 
be done at different times of the day, waiting for tea, in the bath, on a 
walk. 
Try completing number grids like the one below. 



 
You could also try counting items to 100 such as pasta.  You could use post-
it notes to write all the numbers on to order. 
Why not use chalk and number the bricks on a wall? 
Here is a link to a great game that will help with number recognition, 
counting on and finding numbers between.  You can choose different 
number ranges so if they are not confident with numbers to 100 yet try 
numbers to 20 then 50. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopter-rescue 

 
 
 

  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopter-rescue


Days of the Week 
The children will have learnt days of the week in Reception but in year 1 
this is recapped.  

 Ensure the children know the order of the days of the week and 
can say them.  Ask which day is after Sunday?  What day comes 
before Wednesday? 

 Write the days of the week on paper for the children to put in 
order. 

 The children also need to spell these correctly so keep trying to 
have a go at writing them down.  The spelling activity above will 
help. 

 Get the children to remind you of what day it is everyday as it is 
hard to keep track when routines are not the same. 

 
Introduce the children to week, month, year. 

 Children need to know there are 7 days in a week.  12 months in a 
year.   

 Think about the age of things and the length of time things take.   

 Learn the months of the year using similar activities to the ones 
above around days of the week.  Here is a link to a months of the 
year song to help: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5enDRrWyXaw 

 You could try making a calendar to help children record the day of 
the week, date and month. 

 
 
 

This half term sees the start of ta new IPC topic 
called The Circus is Coming to Town. 

Entry Point 
and 
Knowledge 
Harvest 

Share any experiences you as a family have had about visiting a circus. 
Whether you have or haven’t visited one discuss what types of things they 
might see at a circus.  Take a look at some video clips that are about 
circuses. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maLDbqkDxBA 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-1-gLv3aWs 
You might have watched The Greatest Showman which also has scenes 
from the circus. 
 
Together make a list of the performers that might be in a circus and the 
costumes, props and layout they might use. 
Make a note of any questions the children have so they can use them as 
research throughout the topic. 

Art Look for images of clown faces.  Here are some. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5enDRrWyXaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maLDbqkDxBA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-1-gLv3aWs


 
Get the children to create their own clown faces.  You could: 

 Draw or paint a clown face. 

 Use a paper plate to create a clown mask. 

 Use facepaint to create a clown face on a family member. 
Keep the drawings or take photos. 
Discuss what they like about the faces they have produced and how they 
might improve them if they did them again.  They could have another go 
and try to improve. 

Art Collect artists’ images of circuses from the internet. You could use the work 
of French impressionists or any others available. For example: 
 
Search for circus-themed art from Henri Toulouse-Lautrec like the one 
below. 

 
Or the ‘Circus’ by Georges Seurat. 

  



When they look at the pictures and think of circuses, can they describe the 
images using their senses? You should ask them the following: 

 What do they see? 

 What do they hear? 

 What do they touch? 

 What do they taste? 

 What do they smell? 
Get the children to create their own collage of a circus act using different 
materials.  Their collage pictures could include their own drawings, images 
cut out from old magazines, and a variety of materials and fabric, for 
example, string to make a safety net under the tightrope walkers, coloured 
cellophane for the spot lights, pom-poms for the clown’s costumes, and so 
on. 

Art Try drawing portraits of other people. 
Here are some hints to help 

 
Here is a link to a video that might help too. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXlO6ocidiY 
Think about getting the proportions of the features correct. 
You could draw lots of different faces that show the expression whilst 
watching different circus acts.  You could then cut them out and create an 
audience of your own. 

History 
We are going to look at where circuses first started. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXlO6ocidiY


Explain to the children that ‘circus’ is a Latin word meaning ‘round’. The 
first circuses were so-called because they took place in circular-shaped 
arenas. Ask the children to find out what sort of entertainment took place 
in the circuses of the Roman Empire. 
The children should think about: 

 What types of performances were there? 

 Who performed in circuses? 

 How were animals used in circuses? 

 Who went to see circuses? 
Here are links to a websites with some information about the Roman 
circuses. 
https://www.historyforkids.net/circus-maximus-facts.html 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8/articles/z2sm6sg 
 
Get the children to draw a picture and write a description of what 
happened in the Roman circuses. 

 
 

 

https://www.historyforkids.net/circus-maximus-facts.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8/articles/z2sm6sg

