
 

Our new topic in Reception is 

Communication and language  and Literacy  

 Children will explore and read stories about mini-beasts. We will provide opportu-
nities for role-play and changing the story.   

 Children will be using our science laboratory to look at life cycles and to take on 
the role of a scientist and flower shop owner.  

 Children can will begin to write a  range of sentences and caption and practise 
forming letters correctly.  

 Children will be exposed to a range of books linked to the topic.  
 Children will be partaking in guided reading sessions to help them use their phonic 

skills to read a range of familiar and common words. 
 Children will look at the features of non-fiction books and create a class book 

about mini-beasts. 
 Children will write a new story based on ‘The bad tempered ladybird’.   
 Contribute to class lift the flap book –who lives here? - mini-beast hab-

itats 
 Write instructions for looking after and feeding mini-beasts 
 Make own I spy book 
 Sequence own ‘The bad tempered ladybird’ book 
 Compose party invitations for the ugly bug ball/greedy bees party 
 Make own information book about 1 mini-beast 
 Write a letter to little miss muffet as the spider.  

Mathematics 

 Children will be counting up to 20 using a range of resources with-
in the classroom.  

 Children will be asked to  recognised numbers between 0-20 and 
be able to place them in order.  

 We will be looking at one more and one less than a given number 
to 20.  

 We will begin to use objects to add and subtract two single digit 

numbers. 

 Children will be working out what remains if something is taken 

away using a number line.  

 Children will be learning to share out objects and work out simple 

division problems.  

 Children will be sorting pictures of different types of transport.  

 Children will be making a graph of transport that passes our school 

and favourite types of transport.  

 Children will use positional language when playing with small 

world play mats.  

 Solve simple practical problems E.g. Arrange 5 snails on 2 leaves, make equal num-
ber of legs on each side of mini-beast 

 Collect information in a survey about favourite mini-beasts and count responses – 
make own tallies 

 Sort out sets of mini-beasts into wings, no wings, fast, slow, patterned, plain 

Our next International Early Years Curriculum (IEYC) unit of learning will be ‘The Brilliant Bug Ball’ through which children will be exploring the theme of ‘Mini-beasts’. Each 

Learning Block will provide new learning experiences. 

In Learning Block 1, we’ll be: Finding out how to look after a mini-beast, Seeing how a caterpillar changes into a butterfly, Making a wormery, Building a home for a mini-beast,  

In Learning Block 2, we’ll be: Sorting mini-beasts, Counting with a very hungry caterpillar, Making butterflies, Comparing the size of different insects and animals and Making a 

book about mini-beasts 

In Learning Block 3, we’ll be: Making spider webs, Finding out about honey bees, Working as a team – just like ants! 

In Learning Block 4, we’ll be: Dancing to ‘The Ugly Bug Ball’, Making mini-beast costumes, Planning a mini-beast party, Making mini-beast party food, Creating a mini-beast 

party menu.  

Our learning will help us to develop the IEYC Personal Goals of: Adaptability, Communication, Cooperation, Enquiry, Morality, Resilience, Respect, Thoughtfulness, Care,  



 

 

Mini-beasts 

Physical development 

PSED Expressive Arts and  

Design 

Understanding the World 

Self Confidence and Self Aware-

ness 

ELG - Will choose the resources 

they need for their chosen activi-

ty. Children are confident to try 

new activities. They are confident 

to speak in a familiar group.  

Moving and handling 

ELG - Children show good con-

trol and coo-ordination in large 

and small movements. They 

handle equipment and tools 

effectively, including pencils 

for writing. They move confi-

dently in a range of ways safely 

negotiating space.  

Health and Self care 

ELG - They manage their 

own basic hygiene and per-

sonal needs successfully, 

including dressing and going 

to the toilet independently. 

Talk about ways to keep 

healthy and stay safe. Chil-

dren know the importance 

for good health of physical 

exercise, and a healthy diet.  

 

 

 

Managing feelings and behaviour 

ELG - They work as part of a group. They 

adjust behaviour to different situations. 

Understand and can follow rules. Talk 

about how they and others’ show feel-

ings.  

People and Communities 

ELG - They know that 

other children don’t al-

ways enjoy the same 

things. They are sensitive 

to the fact that other 

children don’t always 

enjoy the same things.  

Making relationships 

ELG - Children play co-operatively, taking turns. 

They take account of one another’s ideas about 

how to organise their activity.  

The World 

ELG - Children can explain why some things occur and talk about changes. 

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places., objects, 

material and living things. They make observations of animals and plants.  

How environments might vary from one another.  

Activities 

 Find out about life cycles, minibeasts habitats, food that they eat and special features by 
looking at books and videos 

 Closely observe minibeasts in the outside environment and in the classroom. 

 Draw pictures of minibeasts using magnifying glasses to help pick out main eatures – colour, 
patterns, size, legs, wings, segments, antennae,  

 Label parts of minibeasts 

 Label a diagram of the life cycle of a caterpillar 

 List similarities and differences of various minibeasts 

 Make information book about 1 minibeast 

 Sort minibeasts e.g. wings, no wings, fast and slow 

 Make a minibeast menu of favourite foods for different minibeasts 

 Observe life cycle of caterpillar - butterfly 

Technology 

ELG - They select and use technology for particular pur-

poses. Children recognise that a range of technology is 

used in places such as homes and school. 

Activities 

 Use clip art children to cut and paste a image of a chosen 
minibeast and write a fact.  

Exploring Media and Materials 

ELG - Experiment with ways of 

changing things being creative 

and expressive through a variety  

of activities.  Experiment with 

colour, design, texture, form 

and function. They safely use 

and explore a variety of materi-

als , tools and techniques.  

Activities 

 Make clay mini-beasts  

 Observational drawings using chalk/

charcoal  

 Make a collage minibeast to con-
tribute to a larger class frieze of 
a garden/park with lift the flap 
hiding places 

 Make headdresses for Minibeast 
party 

 Paint flowers to go on class frieze 

 Sew a spiders web onto black card 

 Make junk model minibeasts 

 Paint/print symmetrical butter-
flies 

Being Imaginative 

ELG - Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in 

original ways, thinking about its use and purpose.  They represent their 

own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, 

music, dance, role-play and stories.   

Activities  

 Sing songs relating to mini-beastse.g. “tiny caterpillar on a leaf”, “Ants went 
marching 2x2”, “Wiggly Woo”, “The Ugly bug ball” 

 Make music for Minibeast dances e.g. scurrying ants, buzzing bees, slow snails,  
 


